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intercourse and from the innumerable good offices
which human beings require from one another; the
forfeiture of all that is called success in life; often
the great diminution or total loss of means of sub-
sistence ; positive ill offices of various kinds, sufficient
to render life miserable, and reaching in some states
of society as far as actual persecution to death. And
again the attractive, or impelling influence of public
opinion, includes the whole range of what is com-
monly meant by ambition: for, except in times of
lawless military violence, the objects of social
ambition can only be attained by means of the good
opinion and favourable disposition of our fellow-
creatures ; nor, in nine cases out of ten, would those
objects be even desired, were it not for the power
they confer over the sentiments of mankind. Even
the pleasure of self-approbation, in the great majority,
is mainly dependent on the opinion of others. Such
is the involuntary influence of authority on ordinary
minds, that persons must be of a better than ordinary
mould to be capable of a full assurance that they are
in the right, when the world, that is, when ilieir
world, thinks them wrong: nor is there, to most
men, any proof so demonstrative of their own virtue
or talent as that people in general seem to believe in
it. Through all departments of human affairs, regard
for the sentiments of our fellow-creatures is in one
shape or other, in nearly all-characters, the pervading